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Bradfield Combust. Our small rural village is situated on the A134
old Roman road 5 miles south of Bury St Edmunds. In 1978
boundaries were redrawn to combine Bradfield Combust and
Stanningfield into the one parish of ‘Bradfield Combust With
Stanningfield’ and falls within the Rougham ward of St Edmundsbury
Borough Council. A small village green is marked with a village sign
that was manufactured by the prison community at HMP Highpoint
and erected in December 2011. The sign depicts the fire which
possibly gave the village its name and also refers to Arthur Young
who lived at Bradfield Hall.
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The village developed around Bradfield Hall
and before the Conquest the manor belonged
to Ulfketel, Earl of all the East Angles. During
the reign of Edward Il the Crown’s property
was managed by the Abbott of Bury St
Edmunds and in 1327 the Abbott's power was
resented so much that one challenged theory
Bradfield Hall is that not only did an angry mob plunder the

Abbey but they also set fire to Bradfield Hall, hence the name ‘Combust’ derived
from the Latin ‘Combusta’ meaning burnt.

In 1620 the Hall became the seat of the Young family and Arthur Young (1741-1820)
was an eminent agriculturist who corresponded with many notable people including
George Washington. The present Grade Il Listed Hall was built of brick and flint in
1857 alongside the original moated site from where the original tree-lined avenue
runs down to the village All Saints Church where Arthur Young's tomb, a national
monument, can be found.

Demographics. The following information is taken from open-source material and is
combined with the Village Recorder’'s own perceptions:

a. People. The population of Bradfield Combust is approximately 101 (Parish
total of 5781). Approximately half of residents live along the A134 stretch
known as The Street with approximately 25% of residents living in Ixer Lane
and 25% in Bradfield Hall. The very young (under 18yrs) and very senior
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(over 70yrs) are few in number with the majority of the community being of
professional/semi-professional working status or recently retired.

b. Property. Bradfield Combust is rich in Grade Il Listed buildings including
Bradfield Hall, Bradfield House, Bradfield Lodge, a number of farmhouses and
the ¢.15 Manger public house. There are a number of converted barns within
the Bradfield Hall complex as well as in The Street with Ixer Lane comprising
more modern and larger dwellings. Property values vary considerably from as
little as £100,000 to possibly in excess of £1,000,000. Properties currently on
the market for sale at the time of writing include a small Bradfield Hall ‘pied-a-
terre’ studio flat at £115,000 and a refurbished 2300 ft* 4-bedroomed
detached house in one acre of land at £540,000.2 The 2015 Council Tax
Rates for the village range from £1018 (Band A) to £3054 (Band H) per
annum®.

c. Commercial and Farming. As well as a number of small home-based
companies and businesses operating, other commercial premises include
Maynard House Orchards (fruit juice production), Abbots Bridge Reclamation
(home and garden renovation), Graham Parish Engineering (structural
steelwork and architectural metalwork specialists) and Firstgrade Recycling
Systems (machinery design, manufacture and installation). Farms that fall
within the village include Block Farm and Loft Farm (both arable) and Church
Farm — approximately 200 acres of strawberry, pear and apple growing.

d. Amenities and Services. The Manger public house is a popular venue and
serves good food 6 days of the week (closed Sunday evenings and all day
Monday). It hosts a well-attended pub quiz -
monthly and is a regular meeting place for :
regional specialist groups such as the mini
and MX-5 car clubs. The pub was one of the
275 hostelries recently sold by the Bury St
Edmunds based Greene King brewery. Next
door to the Manger pub, Church Farm offers
very comfortable B&B comprising a double
en-suite room (£80 per night) and a twin
room with bath (£75 per night). There are no shopping or retail services in the
village with most villagers relying on nearby Bury St Edmunds and a choice of
local supermarkets. With regards travel, the village is well located to link with
the A14 east coast to Midlands dual carriageway and for commuting to
London either by road or by rail from Bury St Edmunds, Colchester or
Stowmarket. Stansted Airport is approximately a one hour drive away.

The Manger

: www.rightmove.co.uk dated 6" May 2015.
* www.angliarevenues.gov.uk dated 6" May 2015.
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